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they found the same. Whatever bias they frivc this Kit-hard*
sonian universe was due to a pervading consciousness that
their narratives would be followed chiefly by women. The
result was a highly domestic world, limited in outlook* where
the talk was of careless husbands, of grief for dead children,
of the peril of many childbirth*, of the sentiment and the
religion without which it used to be thought women could
not endure their sex's destiny* Over all hangs the wuxusitig
menace of the seducer, who appears in such mttltttmk-s that
modern readers might think that age one of the most illicit
on record if they did not understand that Rich.wKon's Love-
lace is merely being repeated in different colors am! pio|xir*
tions. It is true, however, that the two most impmiaiit novels
of this sort, as well as The Power of SyiufKitfty, were based on
actual happenings. Hannah Webster Foster's Tlit* Corjmrtte
(1797) recorded the tragic career of Klr/ubcth Whitman of
Hartford, who, having coquetted with the Rev, Joseph Duck*
minster, was seduced by a mysterious rake identified by gos-
sips with Jonathan Edwards's son Picrpont* and died in misery
at the Old Bell Tavern in Danvers, Massachusetts, in *7H8,
The Coquette saw thirteen editions in forty years, and was
known in almost every household of the Connecticut Valley,
It did not survive as long as Susannah llaswdl Rawscm's
Charlotte (1794), one of the most popular novels ever pub-
lished in the United States, Mrs. Rowson, an American only
by immigration, had written the novel in England (where it
was published in 1791), but Charlotte Temple, to call it by
its later title, was thoroughly naturalized, It persuaded mi in-
creasingly naive underworld of fiction readers to buy more
than two hundred editions running into the twentieth cen-
tury, and built up a legend about a not too authentic tomb
in Trinity Churchyard, New York, which at least since about
1845 has borne the name Charlotte Temple in concession to
the legend but which probably contains the ashes of a certain
Charlotte Stanley whom John Montr&or seduced from her
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